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Hup
Starcatchers and the RSNO present Hup created by Hazel Darwin-Edwards and Abigail Sinar.

A quirky quartet of playful musicians create an enchanting classical music experience for 0 – 24 
month olds and their grown ups. Discover two violins, one cello, one raccoon, and the story of a 
very important tree. The violin was carved from this tree and this tree is conjured by the music of the 
violin: this is the tree’s sonata. 

Hup is created for babies, and has a relaxed and comfortable performance style with the chance to 
stay and play afterwards.

Creators
Hazel Darwin-Edwards Co-creator 
Hazel is one of Scotland’s most experienced practitioners engaging with theatre for the very young.  
She has delivered a number of Starcatchers residency and development projects and has created 
a range  of work for Early Years including The Attic which toured Scotland in 2012, Round in Circles 
and Too Many Cooks.  She co-leads on the development and delivery of the Patter network that 
connects practitioners engaging with Early Years in participatory settings.

Abigail Sinar Co-creator
Abigail is a musician and composer with extensive experience of working in communities with children 
and young people.  She works with Drake Music Scotland and has an extensive understanding of 
working with children with special needs.  She is currently working on the new Christmas production 
for early years being created by Frozen Charlotte at The Lemon Tree in Aberdeen.

Hup is performed by Hazel Darwin-Edwards, Abigail Sinar and two classical musicians (cello & violin).
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Context

Hup is a beautiful new piece of high quality visual theatre for babies and toddlers aged 0 - 24 months, 
that seamlessly blends puppetry and a live classical score composed specifically for the production.  
The concept for Hup was inspired by the delivery of the Arts and Business People Award-winning 
Nickum residency project carried out by Starcatchers and the RSNO in 2013/14.

During the Nickum project, the artists worked in two childcare settings in Aberdeen for six months 
with babies aged 0 - 24 months and their parents and carers.  Through this process they simultaneously 
developed a classical score and a new play for babies.  This resulted in a performance of live music 
brought to life through puppetry which became the work in progress version of Hup.  This work in 
progress toured around nurseries in Aberdeen in March-April 2014.

Hup is a non-verbal performance: the narrative and the music are intertwined; the music replaces 
any need for words in the play, and the story relies on the emotional journey of the composition.  
An abstract, multi-sensory performance, Hup has central themes of acceptance and unity running 
through the experience which connects with both babies and adults.

The production is produced in partnership with the RSNO.  

Starcatchers

Starcatchers is a pioneering arts organisation that specialises in performances and creativity for 
babies, toddlers and young children aged 0-5 and their parents and carers in Scotland.

Starcatchers believe that Scotland’s youngest citizens should be able to engage with, and participate 
in, high quality performances and creative experiences that are made by exceptional artists who 
understand the needs of this unique audience.

Starcatchers work is designed to nurture young children’s creative and cognitive development, 
sparking their imaginations.  

RSNO
The Royal Scottish National Orchestra is Scotland’s national symphonic ensemble and is one of the
country’s five National Performing Companies. 
 
In addition to a busy concert and recording schedule, the RSNO delivers progressive participatory 
music-making activities across Scotland, working with all ages and abilities. With a programme of 
activity available for new-borns and onwards, the Orchestra is committed to delivering the highest 
quality workshops, nurturing and developing new talent, connecting its music and musicians with 
the people of Scotland.
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Press

Mary Brennan | The Herald
01/05/15

Production for the very young tells story without using words
 
 
HUP - and away we go, into a forest clearing that’s enclosed by cut-out perspex trees.  It is home to 
a mischievous raccoon and it harbours a trio of musicians who will turn out to be every bit as playful 
(as well as playing violins and a cello).  

It is a new collaboration between the Royal Scottish National Orchestra and Starcatchers, especially 
devised for the very young.  The intended age range is up to 24 months, the emphasis on soundscapes, 
visuals and story-telling which doesn’t rely on spoken text.  Instead, Hup delivers an adventure in 
friendship and sharing the joys (and bushy tails) of a raccoon with a love of nature.

Dressed in monotone from the black tip of her nose to her stripey-socked toes, Hazel Darwin-
Edwards is an engagingly bouncy critter.  (She is also Hup’s co-creator along with composer Abigail 
Sinar).  When we first encounter her, she’s humming.  Soon, she’s percussing on the floor and violinist 
George Smith is picking up the thythm and moving it on, into a tune that has the lilt of a Scottish folk 
song.  As it loops sweetly, a second violin chimes in (Abigail Sinar) and we’re beguiled by harmonies.  
What emerges, with the addition of a cello (Andrew Huggan), is a lovely interaction between musical 
moods and rhythms and the little games that our lively raccoon initiates - it is a game in itself, 
spotting the cause and effect nature of the relationship.

Raccoon is cheerfully set on morphing the musicians into fellow furries - Smith introduces a gentle 
tension by acting the refusenik.  He succumbs, as do the tinies, who have infiltrated proceedings 
in response to peek-a-boo play, or in pursuit of fluffy tails.  If half-an-hour seems a test of their 
concentration, the reward is a constant flow of intriguing activity and enticing music, followed by 
some hands-on play for all.

Kelly Apter | The Scotsman
15/05/15

Hup - a perfectly tailored work for under-twos.  The research and knowhow of pre-school theatre 
specialists Starcatchers and the talented musicians of the Royal Scottish National Orchestra have 
combined to give babies and toddlers a delicate introduction to classical music.  Two violinists 
and a cellist are joined by a pesky raccoon, determined to enlist everyone into her black and white 
briagde.  Face paint, false bushy tails and stripy socks are produced from various boxes, while the 
musicians play Abigail Sinar’s gorgeous new score.

What the babies make of it is anyone’s guess - those synapses are busy firing away in private behind 
wide, questioning eyes.  Some toddle around the carpeted space, most sit absorbing it all like 
sponges.
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Irene Brown | EdinburghGuide.com
15/05/15

Hup is a short and quietly beautiful piece of bespoke musical theatre for babies and toddlers up 
to 24 months  There is a delightful atmosphere where participants are invited to sit on golden 
carpets surrounded by yellow and orange perspex trees from deisgner Karen Tennant.  Co-
creator Hazel Darwin-Edwards who is dressed as a saucy, slinky raccoon, cuts out paper birds 
and arboreal ‘helicopters’ to charm the wee recipients.  Once seated, children and their adult 
companions are treated to some truely lovely music composed by co-creator Abigail Sinar and 
played on violins and a cello that’s accompanied by playful interaction with that raccoon.

There is a necessary narrative that weaves its way silently through this charming experience.  Ina 
reverse of expectations the raccoon gradually persuades the other to join her stripey black and 
white world, but the gentle brightness of the citrus coloured forest is not dimmed by the string 
players joing their black snouted, hooped and fluffy tailed chum.  Au contraire! She does this wil 
simple recognisable props that effectively bring complete inclusiveness to the musical group - a 
fine if subtle message for the weans!

Both transfixing and mesmerising, this relaxed and intimate delight of a performance is full of 
surprises geared right at tiny tots by clever enough to draw in the adults in the room too as it 
magically links nature and music.

Edinburgh based company Starcatchers specialises in performances for babies and very young 
children with the aim of nurturing their creative and cognitive development.  As an introduction 
to highly imaginative theatre for this very special group of citizens, Hup absolutely excels.

Alan Radcliffe| Allanradcliffe.wordpress
15/05/15

One fo the greatest pleasures of Xana Marwick’s show lies in watching the varying reactions of the 
young audience as the live music, composed by Abigail Sinar, moves between moods that range 
from playful to romantic, and the performers dress up and initiate games of hide and seek and 
pin the tail on the donkey.  Inevitably, some of the kids take longer to immerse themselves in the 
action that others, but the final invitation to shuffle forward and play with props such as cusions, 
cones, funny glasses and pieces of fur and fluff is met with unabashed enthusiasm.
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Audience feedback

Links

HUP on STV (min 23)
http://player.stv.tv/summary/news-at-six-glasgow-west-full/

HUP trailer (from work in progress)
http://vimeo.com/93133758

HUP project blog
https://hup2015.wordpress.com/2015/05/11/raccoon-routine/

From the moment we 
walked in there was 
a sense of calm.  The 
music was the voice 
and told the story with 
the interpretation from 
the raccoon

The music was beautiful, enchanting and relaxing.

We loved how the children could 
get close to the musicians and feel 
the connection with the music.

“

“ ““

she was completely enraptured the whole time

“

“
This is the longest he has sat still.  
He loved it!

Josh had a lovely time, 
smily and giggly!

“ “

http://vimeo.com/93133758
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Technical information

Production outline
Touring team 1 Stage Manager, 1 Performer and 3 Musicians

Set The set consists of: 6 acrylic trees, 4 x trees 2m (H) x 1m (W), 2 x trees 2m (H) x 
2m (W). 6 wooden 500mm x 500mm x 500mm boxes which attach to the base 
of the trees to support them. 1 white 2m x 9m white roll dance floor, 2 x white 
1m x 2m dance floor. 4 x 2m x 2m carpets. This set and the performance is 
extremely adaptable to non theatre spaces and can be reduced to fit accord-
ingly with Nursery or Family Centres depending on your requirements

Capacity 36 (ideally tickets sold as pairs of baby and grown up)

Storage We ask audience members to remove shoes and place bags, shoes etc in stor-
age boxes provided for audience. All shoes must be removed before entering 
the space including grown ups.

Running time 45 to 60 minutes with no interval, performance includes an integrated play 
session

Playing space
Dimensions Black Box of Studio Theatre Space: Minimum 12m x 8m wide x 2.5m high

Dimensions Nusery or Family Centre: Minimum 6m x 6m (larger is preferable but not es-
sential)

Buggy park Minimum 4m x 6m (includes area to remove shoes, bags etc and be gathered 
and greeted by performers before entering the performance space.

Seating Audience members are seated on carpeted areas of the set. We can provide 
some stools and cushions if anyone requires them.

Rake angle PLEASE NOTE: Hup can only be installed on a flat floor.

Ground plan A Ground Plan is not available at this time

Schedule and staffing required from the venue
Schedule Load-in and build requires 2.5 hours (this includes a half hr call for performers)

Load-out requires up to 1 hour

Load-in 
staffing

1 Technician would be ideal from venue

Show staffing 1 Front of House Usher required from the venue unless your venue requires 
more.  Our Stage Manager runs sound and light operations 

Load-out 
staffing

1 Technician would be ideal from the venue
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Access and vehicles
Tour vehicles Hup Tours with 1 vehicle, a Long Wheel Based Transit van.

Parking We require parking for our tour vehicle at the venue for the duration of our 
visit. Please advise as soon as possible of any restrictions or charges

Load-in access Level or ramped, minimum of bends or turns and reasonable distance from 
vehicle to stage. A goods lift is required where stage is not at loading level: 
see minimum door sizes below 

Lighting
Plan Some lighting is integral within the trees, however if the performance is with-

in a Black Box Theatre or Studio Theatre with lighting rig we have a general 
lighting plan which can be provided in advance with focus notes.

Dimmers Venue dimmers will be used for general cover lighting plan

Colour All colour is toured if required

Control Lighting operated by our Stage Manager or performers
Lighting control for general cover is not required as lighting state is fixed.
Lighting will be operated by our Stage Manager but venue staff may be asked 
to monitor the control position, for security purposes, while the Stage Manager 
is inside the space 

Houselights Variable depending on Venue requirements, our integral lights remain on.

Sound
PA Venue PA not required, we play live music and control a small speaker and 

MP3 player within the set

Speakers 1 x small portable speaker, placed within the set 

Playback MP3 player within the set

Control Sound operated by our Stage Manager and performers within the set

Communica-
tions

Comms required between venue staff and Stage Manager or performers for 
FOH clearance

Backstage
Wingspace Not required

Props 1 small prop table

Running lights Once performers are in the space they remain there for the duration. Running 
lights sufficient for safe access to and from the stage prior to performance 
required. 
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Fire and safety
Fire All scenery and relevant props are treated for flame-retardancy. There is no 

use of naked flame or other factors leading to an increased risk of ignition

Specific 
hazards

None

Risk 
assessments

Full risk assessments for Load-in, Load-out and performance will be supplied 
on request. Venue specific risk assessments will not be carried out except 
where we are advised of specific hazards at your venue that may affect the 
safety of our staff, performers or the public. Unless advised otherwise we will 
assume your venue to be licensed and operated in compliance with relevant 
legislation and good safety practices

PAT All electrical items are PAT tested where this is required.

Dressing rooms and wardrobe
Cast 2 Female Performers and 2 Male Performers / 1 Stage Manager

Dressing 
rooms

Dressing Room should be dedicated to our company from one hour prior 
to first performance to thirty minutes following the last performance each 
day. Where rooms cannot be dedicated between performances on any day a 
green room is also required.
Two chairs, mirrors, adequate heating, easy access to running water, toilets. 
Ideally dressing room(s) should be lockable

Washing When playing for more than day consecutively, in-house facilities for washing 
and drying costumes may be used if available

Miscellaneous
Venue specs 
and plans

Please send technical specifications and ground plans to Starcatchers if you 
are aware these have not yet been sent. 

Visitors Members of the company’s permanent staff team may visit during our run. 
Names and details will be supplied on request

Contra charges Contra charges for any production costs including but not limited to consum-
ables, staff costs, wardrobe or other equipment usage will not be accepted 
unless agreed with Starcatchers in advance
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