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We were delighted to hear from Creative Skills participants in Glasgow that the Creative Skills
emotional literacy course was used as a springboard for more training around confidence, creativity
and curiosity and realizing the ambition. Glasgow Council realised the importance of supporting
practitioners to continue to explore the importance of creativity for a longer period. The course ran
from September to May So we started with the Creative Skills Emotional Literacy starting the course.
Practitioners then explored sessions about theory, research, policy, interactions, experiences, spaces,
and had Twilight sessions where they went to a froebelian nursery and discussed different kind of
approaches to pedagogy. The Creative Skills training helped put practitioners “out of their comfort
zone” and “bond with each other” which helped support the rest of the training which took place
beyond the Creative Skills training. When asked what sessions practitioners found the most impactful,
many said they enjoyed the opportunity to network with other practitioners as well as:

“Starcatchers emotional literacy was very inspirational to use for experiences during daily practice and
interactions Experiences and spaces was very good for reflecting on practice as a staff team in my
establishment."

"Starcatchers, the drama session with Hazel. Interactions, experiences and spaces. Theory, Research and
policy. These were the 3 sessions | found most useful, inspiring, purposeful and beneficial. The session with
Hazel was inspiring and gave me lots of creative ideas and provocations."

"The Starcatchers session was most impactful in my opinion as I learnt lots of ways we can introduce
drama and creativity using minimal resources. | also thought the use of adding Googly eyes to objects was
a clever way to make anything come to life. In my experience, the children have thoroughly enjoyed the
puppet making."

"l found the more practical activities through Starcatchers as well as the reflection on practice and
professional discussions with other colleagues.”

"Starcatchers has provided more knowledge and confidence to imbed more curiosity experiences within my
own practice."

"Starcatchers - it brought me out of my comfort zone and me more confident in drama with providing these
types of experiences within my setting."

They course also catered for some of the challenges that practitioners face. They said, “/ felt like they
they had a very good knowledge, understanding of what it was like for the practitioners. The fact that yeah,
resources sometimes that's all staff will say, we don’t have the resources and actually that just showed that
they didn't need anything, they just needed themselves and a bit of imagination and of you go and so yeah,
it was. It was kind of perfect”

Practitioners will be attending a celebratory evening in May where they will receive a certificate for
completing the course. Glasgow Council felt it was incredibly successful and want to run the course
next year but with two groups.



